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The CONTE armchair family, consisting of a low and a 
high armchair, was created as a bachelor‘s thesis at 
the Institute of Industrial Design at the Basel School of 
Art and Design, on behalf of the Röthlisberger Kollektion 
(Röthlisberger Schreinerei AG in Gümligen BE). 
 
The core of the work was to develop a furniture suitable 
for production in Switzerland. Switzerland as a produc-
tion country is particularly characterized by technical 
know-how and quality in manufacturing. Quality that 
has its price compared to other European countries. 
Therefore, it is important to pay attention to manufac-
turing procedures and manufacturing processes when 
producing in Switzerland in order to end up in a compe-
titive price segment. 
 
Another goal was to design an armchair that is ergono-
mically suitable for as many groups of people as possi-
ble. From young to old, small to large, everyone should 
be convinced by the comfort of the chair. Especially for 
older people, there is a lot to consider in terms of ergo-
nomics. 
 
In order to be economically successful, the armchair 
must be able to fit into various environmental situati-
ons. Whether in a private living area or in a large-scale 
object, the armchair should form a harmonious sym-
biosis with its surrounding environment. 
 
As furniture for the Röthlisberger collection, it is also im-
portant to meet the high demands of design. „Each pie-
ce of furniture should be incomparable and have what it 
takes to become a design classic. A sure value that will 
stand the test of time.“ (Jan Röthlisberger, 2020) 
 

CONTE
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The basic idea in the design phase was to use molded 
wood for the seat and backrest. However, only a sing-
le press tool was to be used for the molding of the two 
backrests and the seat surface. This should save tooling 
and changeover costs in production. 
 
Paper modeling produced an armchair that fulfilled 
my ideas of a production-efficient piece of furniture. 
Working with paper showed me how the molded wood 
might behave. The resulting raw character with its rec-
tangular deformed surfaces, combined with the alumi-
num tubular frame used, resulted in a transparent and 
clear construction.  
 

DRAFT
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DEVELOPMENT
After my bachelor degree, Jan Röthlisberger decided to  
to pursue the design further. Together we decided to 
build the chairs holistically out of wood. From a produc-
tion perspective, it made more sense for us to build the 
design from a single, sustainable base material. 
 
The development of the armchairs was a long process 
that has now come to an end, 14 months after my BA 
graduation. In constant exchange with Jan and Peter 
Röthlisberger, step by step an armchair was created 
that fulfilled our ideas. A total of six prototypes were 
built. In terms of stability, there were a few challenges 
to solve. The backrest, for example, was newly inser-
ted into the seat in order to better absorb the resulting 
forces.  
 
The concept with the same press mold for the backrest 
and seat was adopted. The completed basic structure 
of the armchair now consists of solid wood elements 
and molded wood shells.  
 
The production of the first armchairs will start in De-
cember 2021, which is the reason why there are no 
photos of the completed armchairs in this documenta-
tion yet. 
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MATERIAL
The armchairs are made of FSC certified solid 
oak and beech plywood with oak veneer. They 
are available in two color options, natural and 
black lacquered.

Wood is the most ecological, biodegrada-
ble, natural and recyclable material that has 
the least impact on the environment and its 
carbon footprint is lower than that of any other 
material.

The seat and backrest are completed with 
upholstery that follows the outer contours of 
the molded shells. The upholstered elements 
are attached to the molded shells with snap 
fasteners. This allows them to be replaced if 
they become heavily soiled or damaged.

The upholstery was designed to be as thin as 
possible in order to keep the foam content low. 
For the upholstery, you can choose between 
black leather and two fabric shades 
(95% wool). 
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ERGONOMICS
Compared to other armchairs, the CONTE armchairs 
offer a more upright posture. The seat height is between 
that of an armchair and a chair. 

The seat geometry chosen in this way makes it easier 
to sit down and get up. This is particularly beneficial for 
older people, who can lean on the generous armrests. 
Taller people will also appreciate the advantages of the 
large seat and backrest. 

In the area of the lower back there is a slight thickening 
of the foam, which has a great influence on the seating 
comfort.
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DESIGN
The connection of backrest and seat gives the design 
the character of a Stabelle. A armchair has been crea-
ted, which through its typology establishes a reference 
to the Alpine region. The use of simple, round wooden 
profiles for the legs not only simplifies production, but 
also gives the chair a contemporary look. The molded 
wood shells look distinctive and elegant at the same 
time. The armrests, which are attached to their front 
part, look independent and allow hanging bags or clot-
hes. The armchair impresses with its high recognition 
value and thus fits well into the Röthlisberger Kollektion.
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Marc Gerber (*1992) is a trained de-
sign engineer and worked for several 
years as a technical manager in the 
mechanical engineering industry. 
After his industrial design studies at 
the University of Art and Design in 
Basel, he worked as a designer in the 
studio of Konstantin Grcic in Berlin. 
In 2020, he founded his own studio for 
product design and development in 
Bern.

In 2017, he won the production and 
audience award at the Interio Design 
Contest with his table Kay.

With his design Öhi, Marc Gerber 
was nominated for the Design Preis 
Schweiz in 2021.

In 2019 and 2021, he was part of the 
Design Suisse Sélection of Espaces 
Contemporains magazine.

He combines his technical knowled-
ge with the elegance of a timeless 
design language to create innovati-
ve and functional products. He sees 
the characteristics of manufacturing 
processes as an essential part of his 
design process.

marc gerber design
Pappelweg 21 / CH-3013 Bern
www.marcgerber.design
info@marcgerber.design
+41 79 734 19 92


